
 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 
Matthew  11: 13-20 
 
Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?”  They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others 
Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?”  Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Jesus said in reply, ”Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.  For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.  And so I say to you, you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall 
not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  Whatever you  
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” 
Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
In this gospel reading Jesus identifies His divinity through Peter.  This handing over of 
the “keys” to the kingdom establishes the leadership role of the church we know to this 
day.  Pope Francis embodies this  leadership role over 2000 years later. 
 

1. What does the symbol of a rock mean to you?  
2. In recognizing Jesus as …, the Son of the Living God does this make God more 

real, more a part of your everyday life?  In what ways do you feel God is alive in 
your life? 

3. Why do you think Jesus ordered the disciples not tell anyone that he was the 
Christ? 
    

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen” 


